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1. Name

historic Hawkins-Nimocks Estate/Patricio Ontiveros Adobe

and/or common Slusher Estate

-

2. Location

street & number 12100 Telegraph Road

not for publication

city, town Santa Fe Springs N/A vicinity of congressional district 33 (Grisham)
state California code . o6 county Los Angeles code 037
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district ___ public _X__ occupied ____ agriculture —__ museum
_X__building(s) _X__private —_ unoccupied —__ commercial __ park
X_ structure  __ both ____work in progress ___ educational ____private residence
X_ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment ___religious
—___ object ____in process X yes: restricted —___ government —_ scientific
_X__ being considered ___ yes: unrestricted —_industrial —_ transportation
—__no —__ military _X_other: Held in Trust

4. Owner of Propert

y

Estate of Margaret Frances Slusher, held in trust by Shriners Hospitals and
name Los Angeles S.P.C.A., c/o B. Richard Marsh, Atty.

Knapp, Gill, Hibbert & Stevens, 825 City National Bank Building,

street & number 606 S. Olive Street

city, town Los Angeles

N/A vicinity of

state California 9001%

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Los Angeles County Recorder

street & number 227 Nc

rth Broadway

city, town Los Angeles

state California 90012

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title See Continuation Sheet has this property been determined elegible? ___yes X no
date _ federal ___state __county ____ local
depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Descri_ption

Condition Check one Check one

. excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_original site

___good ~ _X ruins _X_altered —_moved date N/A-
X ftair ____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The site area is in the eastern portion of Los Angeles County in the San
Gabriel Valley southwest of Puente Hills. The Remains are on a bench above
the flood channel, and the surface is presently covered by a mix of native
and introduced flora including Caulanthus, filaree, shepherd's purse, fiddle-
neck, field mustard, black mustard, thistle, rye grasses, oats, barley,
fox-tail and wild rhubarb. There are pepper, palm, -carob, and other trees.
Contained on the property are two distinct cultural resources, on definitely
associated with early Hispanic period colonial settlement and related to the
activities of Mission San Juan Capistrano. The other is an outstanding garden-
ranch developed in the 1880s. Each has physical remains existing and will be
described separately.

ONTIVEROS ADOBE,

The Ontiveros Adobe is presently represented by intact cobble and boulder
foundations which outline a very large three room structure 30.1. m long
north-south and 7.0 m wide east-west. Interior dimensions of the rooms are
8.2 x 5.2 m, 10.4 x 5.0 m, and 6.9 x 5.0 m respectively, from north to south.
The foundations average 1.1 m in width and are up to .8 m in depth, and include
some dressed stones, particularly at the corners. The walls dividing the
rooms are as thick as the exterior foundations and are interlocked with the
outer walls, suggesting that they were load-bearing partitions, and that the
structure was built all at one time, rather than growing by additions. In

the middle and north rooms, a compacted surface was located at an elevation
level with the partition wall; this was presumably the living floor, and frag-
ments of pottery, metal, asphaltum and ladrillos (floor tiles) were found in
contact with this surface. A hearth or cooking area was discovered near the
southeast corcer of the northern room. A statum of burned soil and ash could
be traced for 1.8 m along the inner wall, and forward into the room for 1.2 m,
suggesting the original outline of this feature. Charcoal, burned animal bone
and shell, and ceramic fragments were recovered from the ashy fill.

To build the foundations, trenches were dug:in the desired ouvtlines of!bath

the perimeter and interior walls, and then filled with irregular courses of
sandstone boulders, cobbles and adobe mud. Larger boulders up to .8 x.5 x.4 m
were used at the corners, with smaller cobbles placed along the upper courses to
establish a level foundation for the adobe bricks. There is some evidence for
use of Roman cement on the upper courses. The absence of roof tile and abundance
of asphaltum in the interior fill suggests that the building was roofed with brea.

Two features 20-35 m east of the foundation have already contributed important
information for the interpretation of the building and one reason for Ontiveros'
presence, plus new data about cattle species present in early California, methods



8. Significance SEP 20 1382

Perlod Areas of Significance—Check and justify beliow

—__prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning __X landscape architecture religion

—1400-1499 _X archeology-historic ~ ___ conservation — law " ___sclence

—— 1500-1599 ___ agriculture —— economics — literature —— sculipture

—__1800-1699 __X_architecture — education —__ mliitary — soclal/

—1700-1799 __ art —— engineering —— music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 ___ commerce —X_exploration/settilement ____ philosophy —__theater

I 1900~ —— communications — industry — politics/government ___ transportation

— invention — other (specify)
Specific dates  1809-1920's Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Hawkins-Nimocks Estate/Patricio Ontiveros Adobe is significant for

the following major resons: (1) The property contains rare illustrative
remains illustrative of the total sequence of settlement, land use, and
development in the City of Santa Fe Springs from the days of the Missions,
through the Hispanic colonization, subdivision of a Mexican land grant,
and the ultimate establishment of an estate renowned by the turn of the
century for its orchards, and botannical garden. :(2). The Hispanic adobe
1s not.only extremely ltarge, but is one of the very few extant where the =~ -
potential to yield data from subsurface deposits in the immediately
surrounding area has. not been encroached upon or destroyed by modern urban
growth. The archaeological component of the site has the potential to
yield information on important aspects of early Southern California

life style, social and esconomic interactions, and Native American contacts
of the Spanish-Mexican. colonialist. and certain broader questions such

as. the manufacture, use, and distribution of diagnostic ceramic types.

(3) The structures and features of the Hawkins-Nimocks Estate which
superseded the Ontiveros occupation are also important -to the history

of Santa Fe Springs and of Southern California through the association

of the property with J.E. Fulton, a prominent citizen instrumental in

the founding of Fulton Wells (now Santa Fe Springs). The garden ranch
complex begun by Hawkins and further developed by Nimocks was one of

the first and most extensive in Los Angeles County. In addition, the
carob trees in this garden were later to play a significant role in- -

the establishment of the carob industry in Southern California. The
remaining structural features of this garden including a trellis and
decorative concrete urns, etc., are perhaps the oldest st@ﬂctural

remains, post California period, in the City of Santa Fe Springs.

(4) Most importantly, the porperty is of singular importance to the

City of Santa Fe Springs, representing a unique assemblage of archaeological,
historical, architectural, and botanical resources with a distinctive
sense of time and place.

Theestablishment of the adobe foundation as the residence of Patricio
‘Ontiveros is based upon a careful and balanced analysis of archival
resourses and interpretation of maps dating back to 183A4.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet
Note: Scientific notations for all bibliographical references cited are
available upon request.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 6.7 '
Quadrangle name Whittier Quadrangie scale l 5_2_'*9_0.9 S
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See Continuation Sheet

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A
state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

11. Form Prepared By

Original contact: Roberta S. Greenwood. FPresent contact:
nameftitte Victoria K. Musmann, Director of Library Services

Original date: September !, 198]

organizatiorg ity of Santa Fe Springs date June 4, 1982
street & number 11760 Telegraph Road : R S telephone (213) 868-7730
cityortown  Santa Fe Springs o " state, California 90670

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national X state ____local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Otficer for'the National Historic:Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and. Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature r<\ nm %\

- date September 1 ‘1982
{\ny‘meER \f@r ‘ “ |

B ey TP N
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title State Hlsto i Preservatlon Offlcer »

- . - GPO-938 83%
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1. Cultural Resource Evaluation and Management Plan for the Hawkins-Nimocks
(Stusher) Estate, report for the City of Santa Fe Springs by Greenwood
Associates, 1979. Contains full historical background and bibliography,
and results of physical survey.

2. Test Excavation of LAn-1016a H: The Ontiveros Adobe, Santa Fe Springs,
California by Greenwood and Associates, 1980.



FHR-8-300A
(11/78)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1 of 3

of slaughter and butchering, and the nature of Mission and rancho industry and

trade. The features are shallow pits about 9 m in diameter and 1 m deep, which
contain a dense deposit of animal bone. Two control units, each 1 x 1 m,
recovered 62,031 g of bone and 776 g of shell, and 74,448 q of bone and 234 g of
shell, in addition to abundant ceramics identified as Tizon Brown Wares, Majolica,
Mexican Galera, and Chinese imports. Analysis of the bone has demonstrated that
the animals represent a single breeding population of relatively primitive type,
massive and longhorned; the preferred age for slaughter was 3.5-5 years, within
body weight of 519-838 pounds. Bulls, steers - and cows were present. OQther
remains include sheep, some horse, coyote, marine fish, domestic and wild birds.
Some of the wild bird species are present in southern California only during the
winter, which helps to establish the seasonality of the deposit. Analysis of
this valuable collection is under way, and will be published in 1982.

The archaeological deposit has been tested by two excavations designed to
evaluate the scientific potential and determine the physical boundaries. The
structural foundations and two bone features are intact; additional remains,
deposits or features may be present. The catalogued collection presently
includes 2,802 examples of Tizon Brown ceramics, 436 fragments of Mgjolica,
162 specimens of (Mexican) Galera, and 184 pieces of Chinese manufacture.
Indian artifacts include 78 shell beads, 46 trade beads, 1 steatite bead,

and 115 lithic artifacts or flakes. From the two excavations combined, a
total of 318,479 g of bone are being analyzed.

HAWKINS-MIMOCKS ESTATE

The fenced portion of the property consists of approximately 4.12 acres with
various buildings, structures, and landscape features which convey a distinct
sense of time and place.

There are four major and several minor buildings on the property; the former
include two residential structures, the tankhouse and garage, and an aviary.

The tankhouse-garage consists of a three-story tower set flush with a one-
story garage built in a rectangular plan. The garage is an addition to the
tower with two major entrance bays designed for automobile use. [r. Hathaway
recalls that Silas Slusher remodeled the original tank house and added the
garage about 1920. The tank house appears to be the oldest building on the
property. Although remodeled, the shape of several of the window and door
openings indicates that it was built in the nineteenth century.

The aviary is a one=story structure built of wood and metal, open to all four
sides, and screened throughout. The building is in a good state of preserva-
tion, and illustrates a utilitarian structure adapted to an interesting and

unusual use.
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Residence #1 is a one=story, simple wood frame bungalow. It is designed in a
style common to modest residential housing in the era of World War I. Major
architectural features include a low=-pitched roof, eaves with rafter ends
exposed, a raised and offset porch, and flat window and door openings.

Rgsidence #2 consists of a relatively modern stucco buiading. It is not a
significant part of the architectural or historical importance of the property.

The minor buildings on the property include a group of sheds and farm out-
buildings. They are designed in a strictly utilitarian manner, built of
various combinations of wood frame, wood siding, and metal sheathing. The
condition of these buildings varies from good to deteriorated.

There are several building fragments on the property. These include the founda-
tion of a conservatory, the foundation and substructure of the old house built
by Hawkins about 1880, and a brick fireplace which was a portion of an addition
to the original house. The fireplace is interesting in that the legend

"Stusher 1875" is cast into the cement mantelpiece. 1875 was the year of Silas
Slusher's birth and does not represent the year of construction. The fire-
place apparently opened into a billiard room area.

Structural remains consist of various building elements including bases of
fountains, planters, urns, a trellis/gazebo, and a birdbath.

There are three brick and concrete fountain reservoirs on the property. Two
of these are in line with the location of the main entrance to the original
house. The third is located within the foundation walls of the conservatory.
These fountain reservoirs date from the 1880s and are of architectural as well
as historical interest, as they represent an early use of concrete in

Southern California. The fountain retains a portion of the original cast
iron decorative base remaining; this is designed with a seashell motif.

The garden trellis/gazebo (with seating) also appears to date from the 1880s,
and resembles both in design and construction one which is pictured in early
photographs of the estate in its prime. The lattice, for example, is used in
the same manner and the wooden framework is chamfered in jdentical fashion.

A second similar trellis is in ruins under trees located in the southeast

corner of the property.

The urns and planters and a birdbath are all of a similar design and con-
struction method. They are made of concrete and employ either a seashell or
cupid design motif. The dating is not precise but attributes suggest that
these structural features may also have originated about 1880. Like the
fountains the planters, urns and birdbath appear to represent a very early
use of decorative concrete in Southern California.
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A variety of farm-associated pieces of machinery and hardware remain on the
property-— for example, a hand-cranked apparatus which appears to be a type of
sheller. Several water troughs also remain, in addition to some gardening
apparatus.

The estate once had an advanced and extensive water system. Remaining are
the fountains, various hydrants, the tank house, and a small reservoir near
the tank house. Portions of the system, including brass hydrant fittings and
tank house apparatus,appear to date from the late nineteenth century.

Various plantings, beds, and pathways are visible remains of the former
landscape features. Of particular interest are the aged carob trees located
in the northeast section of the estate area. Cuttings were taken from this
estate as early as 1921, and the stock played a prominent role in the world-
wide development of the commercial carob industry.
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The most detailed historic map of the area is, however, an 1862
Plat of Los Nietos Township which notes the location of all
roads, houses, names of occupants, zanjas, rivers, and property
lines. The Plat also notes the approximate location of the site
of the Patricio Ontiveros residence. Although the scale is rather
inaccurate, correlations can be made by comparing fixed reference
points on this map with fixed reference points on more accurately
scaled drawings such as an 1868 sectional map and later with a
modern County map. The final result of this line of inquiry is
that it is clear that the location of the Ontiveros residence

is within 1,000 feet of the structure identified as the Ontiveros
Adobe. Given the relative degree of accuracy of early maps and
the fact that there is no indication of any other early structure
within the area it is reasonable to assume that the structure

is indeed the Ontiveros residence.

The history of the Ontiveros Adobe has also been established
through careful archival research. Briefly, the land upon which
the adobe is built was originally owned by Jose Manuel Nieto as
part of a 300,000=acre land grant authorized by Governor

Fages in 1784. Nieto died in 1804 and the original grant was
subsequently divided among the heirs in five separate ranchos.
The Santa Gertrudes portion, upon which the adobe was later
built, was granted to Josepha Cota Nieto.

Jose Manuel Nieto and Patricio Ontiveros were both soldiers
at San Gabriel, and it is certain that they met during the
period 1790 (the first year that Ontiveros was at San Gabriel)
and 1795 (the year Nieto retired). No documented connection
has been made between the building of the adobe and the
acquaintance of Nieto and Ontiveros, but it is likely that
prior to his death Nieto made provisions for Ontiveros to
build upon his land, or that the Ontiveros family had by

then known the heirs well enough to request land to build on.

Regardless, several significant facts regarding the Ontiveros
family and the adobe are evident. The property was probably
occupied by the Ontiveros family between 1811 and 1814. The
earliest possible date is 1809, following Patricio's discharge
from the army, but it is unlikely that he would have had the
resources to build such a large structure at this time. He
would, however, have had the resources at his disposal following
his appointment as mayordomo of Mission San Juan Capistrano

in 1811. Ontiveros maintained a relatively high status
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in society until his death in 1835. He is, for example, noted
as serving as '"encardo de justicio" at Los Nietos in 1825.
His son, Pacifico Ontiveros, is also noted as working for
Antonio Nieto, one of the heirs of Jose Manuel Nieto.

The occupation of the adobe continued until 1834-1835 when,

after a serious dispute with the Nieto heirs, a petition was

made by Patricio to Governor Figueroa for a land grant. He died
before the petition could be granted, but the grant was subsequently
made in the name of Pacifico Ontiveros and the family moved to
Santa Ana.

Most important is the fact that the adobe is the physical v _
remains of an early and well documented site. The archaeological
and historical evidence adds greatly to the history of Santa

Fe Springs and to the better understanding of California

history and archaeology as a whole. No documentation exists
regarding the post-1835 history of the adobe but archaeological
evidence indicates that the structure probably remained abandoned
and it gradually deteriorated.

The proven potential of the site to yield significant archaeological
information is high. Briefly, the size of the foundation is
clearly larger by far than the average residential adobe of the
period. This is likely a product of its indirect association
with Mission Capistrano. The adobe is therefore mnot only

of interest to the study of large residential architecture

in early California, but also to the historian interested in

the cultural history of the Missions in California. Secondly,
information derived from an extensive collection of bone from
the site has added greatly to local knowledge of butchering
practice, trade and dietary habit. Finally, the ceramic collections
from the site are of considerable importance in research
directed towards a typology and chronology of native-made

Tizon Brown wares; trade patterns and origins of named styles

of Majolica; and the importation of Chinese goods and ceramics.
Very few residential sites have been excavated from this

period, so the collection has unique relevance to test a

number of theories advanced about the distribution of Majolica
and introduction of other commodities. It is also a very tightly
dated context within which to study certain types of Chinese-
ceramics of persistent form and technology.

In summary, the archaeology of the Ontiveros adobe is of
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considerable professional interest to historians and archaeologists
alike. It is also of singular importance to the local historian
as the only site of its magnitude in the City of Santa Fe Springs.

The Americanwperiod occupation of the property is also of
substantial interest to historians and archaeologists. The property
is the location of one of the first Anglo settlers of the area,
J.E. Fulton, the founder of Fulton Wells, now Santa Fe Springs.
Fulton -purchased the property c. 1871 and built a small residence
for his own use. Fulton was an agent of the Santa Gertrudes

Land Company, which was principally owned by J. Downey, earlier
Governor of California.

The next listed owner of the property is H. Hawkins, who was

a resident as early as 1884. Hawkins appears to have spent
considerable time and money in developing an extensive garden-
ranch complex on the property. Hawkins disposed of the ranch
about 1890. It was purchased by Walter and Martha Nimocks, who
both maintained and expanded the garden facility. The property Wwas
subsequently sold to Eugene Overton and finally to Margaret
Francis Slusher, who maintained possession of the property

until her. death:in’1971.

Ms. Slusher continued to operate the property as a ranch until
1922 when o0il was discovered on the land (one of the first major
finds of o0il in the Santa Fe Springs area). The property also
played a significant role in the establishment of the carob
industry. Briefly, cuttings from trees (still extant) were used
in tests made to establish the commercial viability of the carob.

The American period of occupation has, therefore, considerable
historical interest. It is also of archaeological significance
as relating to the settlement of Los Angeles County during the
nineteenth century. The extensive documentation of the site
will also allow for a complete and future archaeological
examination of data from Missions to Modern times. This point
must be underscored, as the site has great potential as an
interpretive center for the City of Santa Fe Springs.
ddkkhhhhhkk
In conclusion, the Hawkins-Nimocks Estate/Ontiveros Adobe is
of considerable local historical and archaeological interest
to the City of Santa Fe Springs. It is also of significance
to the broader study of California history through its ability
to yield new and useful diagnostic material. Most importantly, however,
it is the single most valuable historical/archaeologiacl
landmark in the City of Santa Fe Springs.
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The boundaries of the site have been drawn to include all of the fenced grounds
of the Hawkins-Nimocks estate and the adjacent area to the southwest, which
includes the foundation of the Ontiveros adobe, the brick foundation of the
carriage house, and the flat lands immediately surrounding these remains to
provide for the potential to discover subsurface features. The westerly boundary
has been drawn roughly parallel to the bank of the slope above the flat lands,
which have been altered by the drainage channel and oil field activities.

See also attached map.
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This site contains rare remains illustrative of the total sequence of settle-
ment, land use,. and development in Southern California from the days of the
missions through the Hispanic colonization, subdivision of a Mexican land

~ grant, and ultimate establishment of an estate renowned throughout the country
by the turn of the century for its buildings, orchards, and botanical garden.
The adobe is not only of almost unprecedented size, but is one of the very few
extant where the potential to yield data from subsurface deposits in the
immediately surrounding area has not been encroached upon or destroyed by
modern urban growth. The importance of such information is enhanced because
very few structures of the Hispanic colonial period have ever been investigated
archaeologically, except for the missions or presidios. This element of the
site thus has a unique potential to yield information on important aspects of
early California which are not replicated at other sites: 1life style, social
.and economic interactions, and Native American contacts of the Spanish-Mexican
colonialist, and certain broader questions such as the manufacture, use, and

- distribution of diagnostic ceramic types. The structures.and features of the
Hawkins-Nimocks estate which superseded the occupation of the adobe are also °
important to American history through the first association of the property to
J. E. Fulton, the prominent citizen identified with the development of the
City of Santa Fe Springs. the garden-ranch complex begun by Hawkins and further
enhanced by Nimocks into one of the most extensive of its kind in Los Angeles
County, relation of the plantings to the growth of the commercial carob indus-
try worldwide, early utilization of decorative concrete in the garden features,
and the identification of certain of the structures as perhaps the oldest American-
period features in Santa Fe Springs. The physical remains are of archaeo-
Togical, historical, architectural and botanical interest, and the property
retains a distinct sense of time and place.

Summary Significance Ontiveros Adobe

The significance of the Ontiveros adobe is based upon the following
considerations:

1. The intact foundations of a structure which is notably large, and docu-
mented as to owner and date, has unusual potential for public interpreta-
tion, education and enlightenment. The massive width of the foundation
is related to the early date of construction, experience or training of
the builders in mission building practises, or--less likely--the possibility
of a two-story structure. The width of the foundation is exceeded, among
those known, only by the Mission churches at San Francisco Soledad de
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Sonoma and San Buenaventura, and is extraordinary for a residence. The
size of the adobe is almost unprecedented; in comparison with other
recorded houses, only the home of Bernardo Yorba built in the 1830s is
two meters longer, although one meter less in width. The Ontiveros adobe
thus exceeds many of the missions in size.

The potential to yield important information through archaeology has

been confirmed by the -two test excavations. Features reported include
one hearth or cooking area inside the structure, and two pits which
contain substantial discards of cattle butchering attributed to the years
of the mission. These pits are intact, as demonstrated by articulated
skeletal remains, whole skulls with attached horns, and evidence of as
many as nine head of cattle within a single 1 x 1 m unit. The pits thus
have the potential to contain the skeletal elements of literally hundreds
of animals. Information to be derived from such an unusual sample
includes species, age, sex, body weight, slaughter and butchering prac-
tices, implications for trade, and dietary analysis.

The ceramic collection already retrieved is an assemblage of crucial
importance in research directed towards a typology and chronology of native-
made Tizon Brown wares; trade patterns and origins of named styles of '
Majolica; and the importation of Chinese goods and ceramics. Prior to
1834, the Mexican embargo of trade goods restricted purchase of goods in
the California colonies, other than those supplied from Mexico. Very few
residential, i.e., non-mission,sites of this period have been excavated,

so the collection has unique relevance to test a number of theories
advanced about the distribution of Majolica and introduction of other
commodities. It is also a very tightly dated context within which to study
certain types of Chinese ceramics of very persistent form and technology,
which cannot otherwise be dated. Examples of the Tizon Brown, Majolica

and Chinese artifacts have been submitted to the University of California,
Berkeley, for X-ray, fluorescence and neutron activation studies.

Summary Significance Hawkins-Nimocks Estate
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